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THE BIGGEST SHOW ON EARTH


.......the journey of a lifetime





The Cultural Olympiad of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games is designed to celebrate Olympic and Paralympic values in the cultural field and is inspired by the founder of the modern Olympic movement, Pierre de Coubertin’s idea of a marriage of sport and the arts. 





The Olympic Games and Paralympic Games are about more than just sport. London 2012 is also staging a Cultural Olympiad - a series of events to showcase the UK's arts and culture to the rest of the world.





The four-year London 2012 Cultural Olympiad started in September 2008, at the end of the Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games.





It is the largest cultural celebration in the history of the modern Olympic and Paralympic Games, designed to give everyone in the UK a chance to be part of London 2012.





Inspiring creativity across all forms of culture, especially among young people, the aim is to make a real impact. Its legacy will last well beyond 2012. 





Millions of people around the UK are already part of the Cultural Olympiad, through the � HYPERLINK "http://www.london2012.com/get-involved/inspire-programme/oldindex.php" �Inspire programme� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.london2012.com/get-involved/open-weekend/index.php" �Open Weekend�.





The Cultural Olympiad will culminate with a UK-wide � HYPERLINK "http://www.london2012.com/get-involved/cultural-olympiad/festival-in-2012/index.php" �festival in 2012�, bringing together leading artists from all over the world.





This bulletin is designed to give a flavour of regional Cultural Olympiad activity





Do you have an idea for a London 2012 Cultural Olympiad project, or are you making plans for 2012? 





Can I help with connecting your plans to London 2012, or do you just want to know more about London 2012 plans for the Cultural Olympiad in the North East?





Please get in touch with Lorna Fulton, London 2012 Creative Programmer North East at � HYPERLINK "mailto:lorna.fulton@artscouncil.org.uk" �lorna.fulton@artscouncil.org.uk� or on 0191 255 8535.








.





London 2012 Festival first commissions announced


�Cate Blanchett, Toni Morrison, Olafur Eliasson, David Hockney, Mike Leigh, Jude Law and Damon Albarn, Rufus Norris & Jamie Hewlett head the line-up of artists featured in the first group of commissions and special projects for the London 2012 Festival. The finale of the Cultural Olympiad, the London 2012 Festival will be a 12-week UK-wide cultural celebration! Opening Midsummer’s Day 21 June 2012 and running until the last day of the London 2012 Paralympic Games on 9 September 2012, the Festival will provide an outstanding summer of arts and creativity in the UK.


For more information visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.london2012.com/news/2010/12/leading-international-artists-head-up-first-commissions-.php" �http://www.london2012.com/news/2010/12/leading-international-artists-head-up-first-commissions-.php�


Calendar of key dates in 2011�February 2011


Tbc		Open Weekend registration opens


March�15 March	500 days to go to the Olympic Games


April�17 April		500 days to go to the Paralympics�18 April		Unlimited application (round 3) deadline��June�21 June		One Year to opening of London 2012 Festival, further				information released


July�22 – 24 July	Open weekend and festival website launched


27 July                 1 year to go to the London 2012 Olympic Games


August�29 August 	 1 year to go to the London 2012 Paralympic games


October �tbc                         Festival launch and full programme announced











Cultural Olympiad and Inspire Programme Briefing


Monday 31 January 2011, 12:00 – 2.00 p.m


New College Durham�Framwellgate Moor Campus�Framwellgate Moor�Durham�DH1 5ES�
�
On behalf of London 2012 and our partners, I am delighted to invite you to a briefing �session on the Cultural Olympiad and the Inspire Programme in the North East region. �Jonathan Edwards CBE, Olympic gold medal winner for the triple jump and record �holder will introduce the session at 12:00.


The briefing will include:


Cultural Olympiad in the North East


National and regional plans for 2012: opportunities to celebrate the Games


Your opportunity to present ideas and projects


Inspire Programme: national and regional projects


Update on national inspire initiatives including the NHS 2012 Challenge and Places� People Play








This is a unique opportunity to help frame the North East’s contribution to the �Cultural Olympiad and the Inspire Programme and to consider the contribution �you can make.


�
�









Film Nation: Shorts regional and national winners announced


The short film ‘Hath not a Child Ability’, made by University of Nottingham student Megan Salter and Sara Harrak, (20) who met at the Davenant Foundation School in Loughton, Essex, won the Film Nation: Shorts Film of the Month award in October 2010. Also young film makers from Colchester Liam Cooke, Rhys Quilter, Ryan Bygrave, Connor Fletcher, Jack Copping, Maggie Hargraves, Mark Holmes and Natalia Sanchez-Jinks picked up the award for 'Best Documentary or Experimental, 14-16 year olds' for their film 'Phoenix', a documentary about how remarkable young people from Colchester Phoenix Amateur Swimming Club have learnt to overcome their disabilities in the water and regularly compete around the world in regional and national swimming competitions.


The competition will run each year until 2012 - Submissions for the 2011 competition are now open. Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.filmnation.org.uk" �www.filmnation.org.uk� for more information





Tate Movie Project


�The Tate Movie is an animated film made by and for children across the UK. The project is led by Tate in collaboration with Aardman Animations, BBC and Fallon, the creative agency that originated the concept. Over 50 Galleries and Museum workshops are now following the Movie Truck tour which began in October and runs until March 2011. Last autumn the Truck Tour visited Castle Park, Colchester, Chilton Primary School, Stowmarket, Wells-Next-The-Sea Primary School, the Corn Exchange, Kings Lynn and Kettle’s Yard in Cambridge. In January 2011 it will visit Firstsite in Colchester (17-18) and Norwich Castle Museum and Art Gallery (19-20).





The website is now live � HYPERLINK "http://tatemovie.co.uk/" �http://tatemovie.co.uk/�  Children can upload their ideas as well as voting on those already on the site.














Youth Music 


�Youth Music is looking for young people (14-19 years) to join our national singing team �and be part of the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad.





Youth Music Voices Ensemble will be a youth vocal ensemble unlike any other in the UK. �With its own style, individuality, leadership, and specially commissioned repertoire of �new songs and arrangements, the young singers will produce vibrant and exciting music throughout the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad. 


As well as developing these young singers to the highest standard, Youth Music Voices�will be performing at a prestigious London location in the run up to the London 2012 �Olympic and Paralympic Games.


Consisting of up to 150 excellent young singers (aged 16 – 21 by 2012) from across the �UK, who will then take part in three residential singing courses from 2011 in preparation �for public performances from February – September 2012, as part of the Cultural �Olympiad and the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 


How do I get involved?�From July 2010 to January 2011, we will be hosting� HYPERLINK "http://www.youthmusic.org.uk/musicispower/What-We-Do/Encourage-Talent-Potential/Youth-Music-Voices/Launch-Events.html" � launch events� across the UK. Young �singers who take part in these workshops will be eligible for selection for the final Youth �Music Voices Ensemble.


Check out the � HYPERLINK "http://www.youthmusic.org.uk/musicispower/What-We-Do/Encourage-Talent-Potential/Youth-Music-Voices/Launch-Events.html" �launch events page� for more info.  �
�






Somewhereto 





somewhereto is a nationwide project which aims to help 16-25s find spaces to do the things they really love, by connecting them with people who have access to free space in areas all across the UK. The project began in 2009 with a 12-month pilot in Birmingham, Crewe and London. Anybody 16 to 25 can set up a campaign for a space. The project does not have funds to give away but the somewhereto team can supply individuals or groups with contacts and links to people, support on the technical side like health and safety, and find the best way to ask for what you need.


Contact project manager for the North East, Michele Deans, at � HYPERLINK "mailto:michele@somewhereto.org" �michele@somewhereto.org�  





Open Weekend 2011- 22-24 July- hold the date!


From February organisations will be able to register their events for the 2011 Open Weekend which will mark one year to go until the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games open in the UK.


For more information visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.london2012.com/get-involved/open-weekend/index.php" �http://www.london2012.com/get-involved/open-weekend/index.php� or sign up for alerts on the facebook page, that can also be accessed using the above web link.








Flow Challenge exhibition�by Owl Project and Ed Carter


Time: 18:00		Date: 1 March 2011		�Venue: Gallery North, Squires Building, Sandyford Road, Northumbria University, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 8ST��As part of the programme of activity surrounding the Flow project, the team have partnered with the Climate Change Schools Project (CCSP) to engage with schools from the region, and introduce them to the themes and context behind Flow.Four schools were selected for the project, and set the following challenge: 


“Design a contraption that responds to the river Tyne and its environment”


Each school has responded to the brief in their own way, taking inspiration from different elements of the project, and reflecting the school's own specialism. The schools involved in the exhibition are Bydales (Redcar), Kenton (Newcastle), King Edward VI (Morpeth), and St Hild's (Hartlepool)


Flow is a project by Owl Project and Ed Carter. 


FLOW is a floating, self-powered structure based on a traditional ‘Shipmill’. A waterwheel will harness the power of the river Tyne, creating energy to power a number of electro-acoustic musical instruments that combine mechanical automation and digital technology, producing sounds that respond directy to the river.�Building on a long tradition of ancient 'water-organs', FLOW can be thought of as an organ in both the musical and biological sense: an instrument circulating and processing water from the river, analyzing it, and transforming it into energy and sound.�FLOW combines a range of traditional and new technologies to monitor key environmental details, including water temperature, speed, salinity, and pollution. The piece generates its own power, and uses sustainably sourced materials throughout its construction.


Climate Change Schools Project


The award-winning Climate Change Schools Project aims to put climate change at the heart of the national curriculum and make schools ‘beacons’ for positive action in their local communities.�The vision of the Climate Change Schools Project has been the establishment of the Climate Change Lead Schools, an organic and pioneering network of schools who build climate change understanding and positive action from the ground-up.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.sciencelearningcentres.org.uk/centres/north-east/climate-change-schools-project" �https://www.sciencelearningcentres.org.uk/centres/north-east/climate-change-schools-project� 











Played in Tyne & Wear


�English Heritage, Gateshead, Newcastle City, North Tyneside, South Tyneside and Sunderland City Councils and Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums are working in partnership to explore and celebrate Tyne and Wear’s proud sporting heritage.��The partners are staging a year long programme of fascinating free events, research projects, talks, trails and archive exhibitions to enable people to discover the area’s sporting roots.��The year of events began in September 2010 with the publication of Played in Tyne and Wear, by author Lynn Pearson. This is the 11th book in English Heritage’s groundbreaking Played in Britain series, and guides the reader on an intimate tour of the area’s sporting treasures. The book is being used as a starting point for local communities, sports clubs and individuals to research and explore the region’s identity through its sporting heritage, both past and present. ��Events are taking place at different locations throughout the year and highlights include Local History Month and the hosting of an Our Sporting Life exhibition in May, activities for Discovering Places Open Weekend in July and Heritage Open Days in September, when the project culminates.





Inspire mark update��The North East celebrated its 50th Inspire Mark project in December with a visit from Jonathan Edwards. Jonathan Edwards presented the certificate to Ronnie Rowe for Birtley Young People Clubs Liberty Project aimed at engaging social excluded young people in boxing. 


North East projects also had the opportunity to visit the Olympic Park in London to experience first hand the latest developments within the Park including the velodrome which will be the first Olympic Park venue to be completed early this year.


Other new Inspire Mark projects include Hartlepool Councils One Year To Go which provides residents across the Borough the opportunity to engage with the forthcoming London 2012 Games and Meteor Summer School Programme from Teesside University. 








Stories of the World 


�Journeys of Discovery (the North East’s Stories of the World project) is a partnership of Tyne & Wear Archives & Musuems, The Oriental Musuem at Durham University, and the Captain Cook Bityhplace Musuem in Middlesbrough. Led by Young People, the project involved the reinterpretation of the World Cultures collections in the region. ��The project has engaged over 200 young people. Young mums, refugees and asylum seekers, young people from The Princes Trust, students of both college and university have all been contacting communities as far afield as Fiji in a bid to accurately reinterpret our region’s world collections for the suite of exhibitions in 2012.   From eco tourist guides to South African dancers, from international universities & the Tepapa Museum to British Museum specialists, from Chinese elders living in Newcastle to Aboriginal storytellers living in Middlesbrough, the young people working on this project have sought to find the expertise of others to enable them to tell the story of our world objects through digital media. This vibrant body of work will become the starting point for the development of some truly inspiring and innovative exhibitions to coincide with the Olympics.��CulltuRISE, the associated programme of events and activity, has engaged over 60 young people in the summer Open Weekend performance.  The CultuRISE forum are now planning for their residential that will bring together young people from Middlesbrough, Durham and Tyne & Wear and the planning of the world collection rural road show 2011.


Our Sporting Lives


Our Sporting Lives is a national community exhibition framework developed by the River and Rowing Museum on behalf of the Sports Heritage Network. The North East Regional Museums Hub is co-ordinating a tour of the exhibition framework in the North East. The exhibition goes to various locations, where the core exhibition, which tells the story of sport form a national perspective, is supplemented by a local community exhibition about a sports club or group from the local area.


Exhibitions are in development for Northumberland, Durham and Newcastle already.








Volunteering ��Inspiration and Legacy from the 2012 Games project


As I’m sure you’ve seen in your communities, thousands of people have been inspired by the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games to get involved in local Games inspired activities.  


Volunteering England and YouthNet’s ‘� HYPERLINK "http://www.volunteering.org.uk/WhatWeDo/Projects%20and%20initiatives/2012%20Inspiration%20and%20Legacy%20programme/2012%20Inspiration%20and%20Legacy%20Project.htm" �Inspiration and Legacy from the 2012 Games� project aims to support organisations like yours to harness this enthusiasm through the development of local � HYPERLINK "http://www.volunteering.org.uk/WhatWeDo/Projects+and+initiatives/Games+inspired/Create.htm" �Games inspired� volunteering opportunities, which can help increase the number and diversity of your volunteers. �Why should you get involved?


It’s so simple! You can create new Games inspired volunteering opportunities or tailor your existing activities to fit with our definition of a � HYPERLINK "http://www.volunteering.org.uk/WhatWeDo/Projects+and+initiatives/Games+inspired/Create.htm" �Games inspired� opportunity. Then contact your local � HYPERLINK "http://www.volunteering.org.uk/WhatWeDo/Local+and+Regional/findoutaboutvolunteeringinyourarea.htm" �Volunteer Centre� who will help you advertise these opportunities on Do-it – the national volunteering database.


Reach inspired volunteers: We are working with the Government Olympic Executive and LOCOG to ensure that people who have been inspired by the 2012 Games to volunteer can find your local � HYPERLINK "http://www.volunteering.org.uk/WhatWeDo/Projects+and+initiatives/Games+inspired/Create.htm" \o "blocked::http://www.volunteering.org.uk/WhatWeDo/Projects+and+initiatives/Games+inspired/Create.htm" \t "_blank" �Games inspired� volunteering opportunities.  


Diversify by recruiting volunteers from outside your membership: You can reach new volunteers by uploading your Games inspired opportunities onto Do-it, the national volunteering database. Out of the 600,000 registered users on Do-it, 70% are under the age of 35 and 26% are from a Black, Asian or Minority Ethnic background. 





How to get involved:


Attend a free workshop in your region to learn how to create and promote your Games inspired volunteering opportunities. Find out about the workshops in your area at on our � HYPERLINK "http://www.volunteering.org.uk/WhatWeDo/Projects+and+initiatives/Games+inspired/Games+Inspired+Workshops" �project website�.  


Use our ready-made resources which include a step by step guide to creating Games inspired volunteering opportunities and a funding guide. You can find all of this and more at � HYPERLINK "http://www.volunteering.org.uk/gamesinspired" �www.volunteering.org.uk/gamesinspired�.


Keep in touch with 2012 Games news from this project and other initiatives. Sign up to our e-newsletter by emailing us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:gamesinspired@volunteeringengland.org" �gamesinspired@volunteeringengland.org�. 











You are receiving this bulletin because you have expressed an interest in receiving information on the Cultural Olympiad in the past or because it has been forwarded to you.  If you no longer wish to receive it or you wish to be ADDED to the mailing list, please e-mail me and let me know: lorna.fulton@artscouncil.org.uk 
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c/o Arts Council England North East | Central Square | Forth Street |�Newcastle upon Tyne | NE1 3PJ�� HYPERLINK "http://www.london2012.com/culture" �www.london2012.com/culture�











Page 1 of 11

